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Friends are flowers than never fade.
DIRECTORS MESSAGE
Dear District Club Members:
Our new National Garden Clubs President-Elect, Nancy L. Hargroves issued a bulletin
regarding her administration’s theme for 2017-2019, which is “PLANT AMERICA.”
She states, “The words of this theme can either be a command to service or a description
of what NGC clubs do. This concept supports the results of a recent survey at a meeting
of the NGC Board of Directors that the main reason people join a garden club is to learn
about gardening.” I agree!! Therefore, I am attaching her theme to my theme: “PLANT
AMERICA: Naturehoods in Neighborhoods.”
President-Elect Hargroves also provided a logo to mark her two projects that our District
VII clubs could pursue to support the growth of Naturehoods: 1) PLANT AMERICA
Community Project Grants to support work being done in communities – in the planters
and barrels on town and city streets, community and neighborhood entrances, roadsides,
churches and public buildings, and 2) a new youth book: “The Saved Seed” to teach a
young child where seeds come from – (i.e., not from a seed package at the store).
So let’s create great naturehoods in our neighborhoods this year!
Marilyn Backus
District VII Director

If you could wake up tomorrow having gained any one
quality or ability, what would it be?

PA GARDEN SHOW OF
YORK
March 3-5, 2017

PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW
March 11-19
The Greensburg Garden Center is
sponsoring a trip to "Holland--Flowering the
World" on Wednesday, March 15, 2017.
Members cost $120 and non-members are
$130. Call (724) 837-0245 for details and
reservations.

All of us could take
a lesson from the weather. It pays
no attention to criticism.

Fri Mar 24: Judges’ Council Meeting at
Greensburg Garden Center
Wed Mar 29: Designers’ Guild Meeting at
Greensburg Garden Center
Wed-Thurs Apr 4-5: Designers’ Guild
Symposium (and Lunch) at the
Greensburg Garden Center
Mon-Tues Apr 10-11: GCFP Environmental
Studies School Course IV at Site Trails
and Trees Environmental Center,
Mechanicsburg, PA
April 23-25: 87th ANNUAL GCFP
CONVENTION - Shawnee Inn, Shawnee of
Deleware, PA
(See the Keystone Gardener for further
details)

A garden is a friend that
you can visit anytime.

Garden Club of McKeesport Rose
Garden is available for weddings
and photographic opportunities.
For more information: check out
http://www.gardenclubofmckeesp
ort.org

Our District President suggested
(and I wholeheartedly agree) it
would be great to list in the
Trumpet Vine all our clubs
hyperlinks to your websites.

MARCH 23 – DISTRICT VII SPRING TEA

All Club Members and their Guests are invited to the Annual Spring Membership Tea-Lunch-Program on
Thursday, March 23, 2017 at Sampson’s Mills Presbyterian Church Hall, 1665 Lincoln Way, White Oak,
PA 15131. Registration and Networking at 9 AM; Business Meeting at 10 AM-2:15 PM. The Program is
"What the Judges Look For in Designs" by Mary Jane Martucci and Marie Mueller.
Lunch is provided by the District VII Board members.
See the Trash to Treasure Judging of "The Tuzzle", Raffle Items/Baskets, 50/50 Raffle, Used Jewelry Sale,
updated and new educational exhibits, door prizes and a NEW Used Book/Magazine Exchange and Sale.
Wear your spring or summer hats and bring your unwanted jewelry and a maximum of 3 horticulturalrelated books/magazines for exchange or sale. Enjoy your fellow gardeners in District VII!
Register before Thursday, March 16 and send your name and garden club with a $5.00 check made out to
GCPP, District VII via your club treasurer or individually. Send to Marilyn Backus, District VII
Director, 925 Wood Street, Pitcairn, PA 15140.

Is there something that you’ve dreamed of doing for a long time?
Why haven’t you done it?

Sh!!
I am writing this from experience! I wish I didn’t have to admit it, but I have been guilty
on many occasions! And, I am ashamed, because I know how it is to be on both sides of
the podium…and I know how it feels to be speaking when others are carrying on their
own conversation at the same time. So, I have resolved to write this article and hopefully
convince myself and others to be more careful of my/our behavior while at a meeting
and/or in general.
It is so easy to become lax in our self-discipline. We are so accustomed to speaking out
openly, spontaneously, electronically, etc., but, in so doing, we fail to show consideration
for the person conducting a meeting or for the speaker presenting a program. I know that
it is very tempting to comment to a friend during a meeting/program, but have we lost the
art of whispering? There are even times that comments are made in competition with
the speaker, which is completely undisciplined. Can’t we be more patient and wait until
the speaker finishes before making comments?
Please, resolve (with me!) to be more considerate of our officers and program speakers.
Then, we won’t have to hear people around us say “Sh!”

Angie Raitano

Judy’s Jottings
OWLS – Whoo-o Knew!
Have you noticed lately that owls are featured on all types of items? Gift bags, cards, napkins, tea
towels, clothing – I see them everywhere!
Recently I attended a talk about these birds at the Tarentum Library given by Paul Hess. He is the
co-author of the GUIDE TO BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA. His special interest is in
Pennsylvania owls. Attending his November discussion, watching Harry Potter movies and
promoting the Woodsy Owl poster contest got me interested in finding out more about this owl.
OWL much could I learn!
I discovered that Beechwood Farm Nature Reserve often does programs on owls. Every
Wednesday at 9:00AM they conduct bird walks and some days even schedule Owl Prowls at
7:00PM.
Do you have a resident owl in your neighborhood?
The best way to find out if there are owls already living in your area is to listen for their calls at
night. You must become a NIGHT OWL!
The eight species of Pennsylvania owls all hoot differently. You can listen to their individual calls
on the following website --- http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide
Orchard and vineyard operators have long appreciated this bird. Rodent-and-insect seeking owls
keep down the vermin and pest population. Did you know that a family of barn owls can eat
several thousand rodents during a nesting season, with the young eating two to four rodents a
night? A tasty treat for an owl can be a small mammal, a bird, a reptile, fish or large insects. Owls
cannot digest the bones, fur or exoskeletons of the food they eat. They regurgitate this material
ten to twenty hours after feeding as an owl pellet.
Most owls are nocturnal. They can fly almost silently because the leading edge of their wing has
a comb like fringe and the wing feathers are soft and velvety.
Keeping an owl as a pet in captivity is illegal. They need a constant supply of rodents to eat and
lots of flying space. Cleaning up owl pellets is also a deterrent! Your bird would be hooting and
throwing up just when you are going to sleep and you would be doing this job for their life span –
twenty eight years.
Instead install a screech owl box in your backyard. Place the box eight to fifteen feet up in a tree.
Scatter two or three inches of untreated wood shavings or dried pine needles and leaves in the
bottom of the box. Watch out for pellets and poop falling on the ground.
If I asked you to draw a picture of an owl, you could probably do it. Most people will draw the
face with large eyes. Their eyes have a light gathering capability three to six times greater than
humans, yet they locate their prey by their ears. Owl ears are hidden underneath their head
feathers.
For thousands of years, from Ancient Greek legend to modern literature and TV, humans have
portrayed owls as sage and wise. The Greek goddess of wisdom, Athena had an owl as her
symbol. Almost every culture has either a positive or a negative belief about the
bird. Ancient Romans believed the screech of an owl foretold death. If you nailed a dead owl on
the door of a house which housed evil, it took all evil away.
Owl eggs, cooked until they turned into ashes, were used as a potion to improve eyesight.
Alcoholism was treated by eating an owl egg. Owl broth was given to children suffering from
Whooping-cough.
Among different American Indian tribes, there are many diverse beliefs regarding the owl. The
Lenape Indians believed that if they dreamed of an owl it would become their guardian. To an

Apache Indian, dreaming of an owl signified approaching death. The Kwakiutl Indians believed
owls were the souls of people and should never be harmed.
Here are some other owl tidbits----####The Great-horned owl is the most powerful and aggressive owl in Pennsylvania.
####The Short-eared owl is on the Pennsylvania endangered bird list.
####The Long-eared owl is on the threatened bird list.
I volunteer as part of a team of local history presenters at the Tarentum Library doing a monthly
WHO KNEW series. We recently purchased forest green vests with an owl logo imprinted on
them. When our audience learns something new – they shout out our slogan – Who Knew!
Whoo-o knew that owls would still be one of nature’s mysterious symbols going into the twenty
first century!
In conclusion here is a poem that I found------A wise old owl sat on an oak;
The more he saw the less he spoke;
The less he spoke the more he heard;
Why aren’t we like that wise old bird?
Submitted by Judith Schaffer
Pucketos Garden Club

Haddie Weber - Bird Chairman Report
Did you know?
There is a National Bird Day.
There is a Bird Day
There is a International Migratory Bird Day
Well yes there is and this report will focus on National Bird Day.
National Bird Day for 2017 has past but mark your calendar for 2018. National Bird
Day is always January 5. It is schedule to coincide with the end of the annual Christmas Bird
Count. The Christmas Bird Count has been going on for more than a decade. It lasts three
weeks and is the longest running citizen science survey in the world that helps to monitor the
health of our nation’s birds. Birders and the public go out and count as may birds as they can see
during the count.
The reason National Bird Day falls on January 5 is that for three weeks the country is focused on
native birds and wild populations. Once that period ends, we begin to focus on captive birds
(who mainly consist of bird species that are native to other countries), but who are kept in
captivity in the United States.
Why National Bird Day
a. The beauty, songs, and flight of birds having long sources of human inspiration.
b. Today, nearly 12 percent of the world’s 9,000 bird Species may face extinction within the
next century, including nearly one-third of the world’s 330 parrot species.

c. Birds are sentinel species whose flight serves as barometer of ecosystem health and alert
system for detecting global environmental ills,
d. Many of the world’s parrots and songbirds are threatened with extinction due to pressures
from the illegal pet trade, disease and habitat loss.
e. Public awareness and education about the physical and behavioral needs of birds can go far
in improving the welfare of the millions of birds kept in captivity
f. The survival and well being of the world’s birds depend upon public education and support
for conservation
FYI: Locally the eagles at Hays are rebuilding their nest. To watch this activity go
to www.pixcontoller.com/eagles

Garden Therapy - Judith Schaffer, Chairman

Looking for new ideas to incorporate herbs into projects for Garden Therapy,
I recommend the following book ------HERBAL TREASURES by Phyllis V. Shaudys - 312pages, 1993c, Eighth Printing
This book includes Month-By-Month projects for gardening, cooking and crafts.
February stresses communicating the language of flowers through projects using tussie mussies.
What is a tussie mussie? It was a fresh, tightly made, hand-held nosegay of flowers used for scent
and for protection against disease. The February ideas could also be used for the month of May.
Here is a tussie mussie from the book that is based on the words of the Prayer of St. Francis in the
language of flowers.
PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS
Lord, make me an instrument of your PEACE
Where there is hatred, let me sow LOVE
Where there is injury, PARDON
Where there is doubt, FAITH
Where there is despair, HOPE
Where there is darkness, LIGHT
Where there is sadness, JOY

Lily-of-the-valley
Rose
Hyssop
Violet
Daisy
Rue
Marjoram

BEE KILL
National Bee Gap Project – Iris Cisarik
As corn yields rise, bees are dying worldwide. Why? There is so much corn in western
New York that two golf courses have been converted to cornfields. These stalks come
from genetically engineered seeds treated with a class of neurotoxic pesticides called
neonicotinoids. Applied to seeds, the pesticides spread through plants as they grow,
attacking the nervous systems of a wide range of pests. But the ‘neons’ do not and
cannot distinguish between pests or pollinators. In addition, Bees are being threatened by
poor nutrition, parasites and pathogens. Bees derive their nutrition from nectar and
pollen of flowers. Gardeners can bring bees to your yards and gardens by : (1) avoiding

heavy chemical use on your lawns (2) avoid cutting every plant back to the ground in
the spring and fall (3) plant or maintain a wide variety of trees, flowers and vegetables
if you have the space.
As garden club members , I have two requests, that you spread the word of the Bee
Crises that exists in the world and secondly, I am asking that all garden clubs include at
least one program a year devoted to the Critical Plight of the Bees. I would appreciate it
if Program Chairmen or Presidents would send me a report on any such programs so I can
announce it to the Garden Club Federation of Pennsylvania as well as the NGC (National
Garden Clubs). In future articles, I hope to give you some shocking statistics on this Bee
Kill and its effect worldwide on our environment and our food supply.

Irish Blessing: Betty Monyok
May beauty and peace surround you.
May you always have reason to smile, and may all your joys be
as many as the hills of the Emerald Isle.

MONROEVILLE GARDEN CLUB NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS

(L to R) President: Shirley Brody,
Recording Secretary: Deborah Foster
Treasurer: Arlene Madray, Vice President:
Marilyn Backus (District VII Director).

Marilyn and I have been tossing around how to best format and refresh
the Trumpet Vine for 2017. One thought is that our board meetings
are January, June, August and October and each board officer and club
President are to supply a report for the meeting, I would like to include
them in each quarters issue along with all clubs address that have
websites - so please email me a copy.
I’m especially looking for members to share articles you may have seen,
read or gardening ideas you may have found helpful. Also, PLEASE
take pictures of your events (even your meetings/speakers), as well as
garden/yard, plants, trees, etc – these would be great to include for
everyone to enjoy. If you are unable download and email your pictures
to your computer, you can print and send the photo by regular mail (I
will scan them in). Also, if there is a Mail & Copy Plus, Kinko’s or
similar type business – they will download and/or email to me for
pennies (at least mine does). Also, please don’t forget to either email
me your directory (they are probably on someone’s computer) or send
by regular mail. I would like to make the newsletter interesting and
informative. If you have some suggestion, please let me know as I want
the Trumpet Vine to be something you want to read. Also, if I’ve gone
overboard with graphics and color, I can certainly cut back.

When people see a cat's litter box they always say, 'Oh, have you got
a cat?' Just once I want to say, 'No, it's for company!'

