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The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in line for.

FLOWER OF THE MONTH:
APRIL: Daisy, Sweet Pea
MAY: Lily of the Valley, Hawthorn
JUNE: Honeysuckle
BIRTHSTONES:
APRIL: Diamond, White Sapphire
MAY: Emerald
JUNE: Pearl, Moonstone

April 1

Wednesday

April Fool's Day 2015

April 3

Friday

Good Friday 2015

April 5

Sunday

Easter 2015

April 6

Monday

Easter Monday 2015

April 22

Wednesday

Earth Day 2015

May 5

Tuesday

Cinco de Mayo 2015

May 10

Sunday

Mother's Day 2015

May 16

Saturday

Armed Forces Day 2015

May 25

Monday

Memorial Day 2015

June 14

Sunday

Flag Day 2015

June 21

Sunday

Father's Day 2015

LINDA MCCUNE SHARED A PICTURE OF A CUTTING FROM HER
MAGNOLIA TREE THAT SHE BROUGHT IN SIDE AND HAS BEGUN
BLOOMING

How do you know you are a Master Gardener?
There is a decorative compost container on your kitchen counter.
You would rather go to a nursery to shop than a clothing store.
You prefer gardening to watching television.
You plan vacation trips to arboretums and public parks.
Dirt under your fingernails and calloused palms are matters of pride.

GCFP 2015 CONVENTION:
APRIL 19-21, 2015 – ERIE, PA
"LAKE EFFECTS"
Bayfront Convention Center & Bayfront Sheraton Hotel,
55 W Bay Dr, Erie, PA 16507

GREENSBURG GARDEN CLUB
Friday/Saturday May 1-2 - PLANT SALE & Shred-a-thon
(Garden House and back parking lot)
"On the Lawn--Gardener's Fare!"
Friday, May 1--12:00 noon-7:00 pm
Saturday, May 2--9:00 am -2:00 pm

Tea Pictures
There was a great attendance this year

Leeanna presented flowers to Val Marak for her 100th birthday

Pucketos Garden Club Announces
2014 Scholarship Winner
PGC proudly named Helen Schlemmer as the recipient of its $500 scholarship. Helen is a
sophomore Wildlife and Fisheries Science major at Penn State New Kensington. She has
achieved Dean’s List status while at the same time pursuing her many outdoor interests –
hiking, climbing, kayaking, and skiing with the Outdoor Adventure Club at Penn State.
Beginning with the 2015-2016 academic year, Helen will attend the University Park
campus of Penn State, where she will pursue the Wildlife option of her degree program.
She is still considering her post-graduation options – perhaps graduate school for research
and teaching or field work with a wildlife organization such as the PA Game Commission
as a wildlife biologist. Her ultimate goal is to move out west, preferably Montana, where
she will work for a wildlife organization - or maybe start her own!

PGC Scholarship
Winner
Helen Schlemmer

FOUR THINGS YOU CAN'T RECOVER:
the stone – after the throw: the word – after it's said;
the occasion – after it's missed; and the time – after it's gone.

Pucketos Garden Club Continues Its Successful
Involvement in Smokey-Bear/Woodsy Owl Contest
Pucketos Garden Club Youth Activities Committee is once-again successfully
involved in the Smokey-Bear-Woodsy-Owl poster contest. The committee had their kickoff event at Roy A. Hunt Elementary School in New Kensington in November 2014
during which Ranger Brian Vinsky of the Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry and Smokey
Bear himself instructed the third-grade students on fire prevention and methods used by

the rangers when they fight forest fires. Concepts learned during the program were
reinforced by the teachers when students returned to their classrooms to work on their
posters. As a result of the assembly and follow-up, there were 157 posters submitted! Six
members of the Youth Activities Committee attended the event: Co-chairs Dorothea
David and Linda Raschiatore, Eleanor Chodelka, Althea Joseph, Judy Schaffer, and
Jeanne Smith.
Phase two of the project took place in January 2015. Eight committee members
including Chairs Dorothea David and Linda Raschiatore, Eleanor Chodelka, Teddy
Emberg, Marsha Ewing, Althea Joseph, Judy Schaffer, and Jeanne Smith then met to
prepare the posters for mailing and to discuss the May Award/Memorial Day program
and to plan Smokey Bear’s 70th birthday celebration.
The Award/Memorial Day program will take place on May 21, 2015.
Pictured are Co-chair Dorothea
David, Judy Schaffer, Co-chair
Linda Raschiatore, Smokey
Bear, Eleanor Chodelka, Jeanne
Smith, and Althea Joseph

Burrellton Garden Club
Burrellton GC is holding their annual May Mart on Saturday, May 16th, 8 am to 3
pm at Lower Burrell City Hall Garage. 115 Schreiber Street, Lower Burrell.
There will be perennials from member’s gardens, annuals, flea market with a
special Gardener’s Corner and food. ALL ARE WELCOME!

Garden Club of Forest Hills
April 2: "An Overview: Garden Dreams Urban Farm and Nursery", speaker
Mindy Schwartz tells how she grew this business on two reclaimed urban lots,
where heirloom tomato seedlings, vegetables, herbs and flowers flourish. Located
at 806 Holland Ave. in Wilkinsburg, it's a great place to find unusual plants as
well as organic gardening supplies. Plus hands-on tips on growing planters for
show.
May 2: Annual Plant Sale at Forest Hills Presbyterian Church
May 7: “Staging a Flower Show” Do’s and don’ts for exhibiting.

May 7: "Try Something Different", speaker Kathy Trent. As grounds manager at
the University of Pittsburgh, Kathy Trent is responsible for creating 35 acres of
urban gardens on the campus and installing 40,000 plants in 50 flower beds there
each year. She explains how she gets it all done and offers advice on putting
together complementary plans for our own gardens
May 13: Annual Plant Auction at Forest Hills Presbyterian Church.
June 4: Apiary and Farm Tour, Host/speaker Jim Mitnick. Retired engineer Jim
Mitnick shows off his 34-acre "hobby farm" in Indiana Township, where he (and
his wife) raise chickens, goats, and, of course, honey bees. We'll meet at Hope
Lutheran Church (time to be announced), then carpool to the farm.
June 26: Flower Show "Spring Into Summer With Shakespeare", Forest Hills
Presbyterian Church.
President's message: We are eager for the nice weather and to get our hands in
the soil once again. We have some wonderful speakers lined up, two fundraisers
in May and our flower show the end of June entitled "Spring Into Summer With
Shakespeare". It looks to be a great year!
Kathy Koroskenyi - Garden Club of Forest Hills President

Garden Club of McKeesport
April 11: Pruning in the rose garden. We are having our hands on pruning
demonstration on Saturday April 11, 2015 rain day is the 18th. You can learn to
prune, ask questions about roses,(we will have rosarians in the garden), and even
get hands on learning. We will have refreshments and you can visit our Gift
Shop. Starts at 1pm.
April 20: Program: Crimson Creek Apiries with Linda and Norman Lachinia.
May 9: Plant sale: We will be having our fantastic Plant Sale from 9am to 2pm.
We will have interesting annuals, perennials, hanging baskets, troughs, garden
art, roses, and even a few shrubs. Again you can even buy a floral arrangement or
wreath in our Gift Shop.
May 18: Orchids and Their Care with David Buresch, Master Gardner
June 11: Our fabulous Tea in the Rose Garden. You need reservations 412-6721050. The Tea is $20 and you get a tour of the garden and of course a chance to
visit our Gift Shop. A great way to spend an afternoon in the garden.
June 13: Rose day at Renzie garden 1-4: free and open to the public
Our Garden Club along with the Pittsburgh Rose Society will be holding Rose
Day. There will be tours of the gardens every hour, demonstrations, a Rosarian
panel that will answer all your questions, Roses for sale, and speakers. It is a
great day to come and visit the Gardens and learn about gardening.
For more information call 412-672-1050 or visit our site
www.gardenclubofmckeespoart.org.
June 15: “Guest Day”

Garden Club of Monroeville
April 8: Patio Plants – improve our yards by using tender plants, such a cacti and
succulents, in pots for decoration and food.
May 13: Earthworms and other friends:
June 10: P:running and grafting – properly pruning trees and plants.

Gardens Limited of Pittsburgh
April: Making herbal liqueurs.
May: Laura Ainsley from the Frick Museum. The artist in the garden.
June: Sustainable gardening.

Highland Garden Club
April 18: Transplanting Seedlings: Sara Thompson, Vice President of
Sustainability, Pashek Associates, will give talk and show slides on sustainable
landscaping, green roofs, rain gardens, permaculture and lawn alternative, native
plants and low maintenance plants.
May 16: “Weeds” Master Gardener Sandy Feather from Penn State extension.
June 6: Neighborhood Yard Sale:
June 20: Garden Visit: visit two private gardens on Bryant Street

Home Gardeners Guild
April 9: “Good Gardening”, speaker Barbara Lotito
May 14: Laura Ainsley, Frick Victorian Gardens of Pgh
June 11: Tom Parsons, Pittsburgh Aviary: “Butterflies and Hummingbirds”

Joyful Bloomers
The Joyful Bloomers G.C.Theme for 2105 is "BEE IN YOUR GARDEN" : the
year long focus is the BEE and it's importance to our survival.
April 1: “BEE FOOLISH” fashion show with “Earth Day” inspired outfits.
May 6: “BEE HIVEN” “Swarmin Norman” from Crimson Creek Apiaries with
demonstrate Bee-Behavior to members and residents of Kane Regional Center in
the Garden of Reflection.
June 3 "BEE OUR GUEST" at Angora Gardens in White Oak. Members will
invite prospective members to a bee-u-tiful day to look for BEES, picnic lunch
and flea market. Craft demonstration of garden apron made out of old jeans by
JoAnne Welch. We will also to some plantings at the newly created Wedding
Garden.

Joyful Bloomers – Junior Garden Cub
April 25: Celebrate Earth Day with “Recycle Awarnenes”

Landscape Design Society of Western Pennsylvania
Thursday, July 30 - visit Fallingwater and Kentuck Knob, Ohiopyle, PA
This requires advance registration: @$4. processing fee + Fallingwater
guided tour @ $23. + Kentuck Knob @ $20.= $47./person
If the interest is only for Fallingwater, the Kentuck Knob tour will be
cancelled = $27./person.
ALL G.C.. members are invited to join LDS for this tour. Send e-notice to
angie.raitano@comcast.net . We'll collect money, later.

Murrysville Garden Club
April 2: “Fairy Gardens”, Linda Haas
May 6: “Get Ready to Grow” with Lisa O’Toole
May 7-9: Plant sale, Murrysville Fire Department field/ pavilion,
Murrysville/Sardis Road.
June 4: “Urban Farming”, Jonathan Weber and Jimmy Lohr
Our annual plant sale will be May 7, 8, and 9 at a new location - the Fireman's
Pavilion on Sardis Road in Murrysville. We hope to see you all there. This year,
we will have a Flower Show in September. The annual bus trip to the
Philadelphia Flower Show was quite an adventure; we had a two-hour delay in
arrival because of an accident on the turnpike, and the return trip was through
torrential rains and then heavy snow through the mountains. However, the beauty
of the Flower Show made the trip worthwhile.

Pucketos Garden Club
April 6: “Essential Oils” Stephanie Jankowski; Benefits of essential oils,
particularly those that are flower based.
May 4: “Container Gardening with Vegetable and Edible Flowers – Dave Vargo
June 1: Work day at Memorial Park

JUDY’S JOTTINGS

“Add Some POP To Your Garden”
Will your garden have some POP this year?
Add growing some popcorn seeds to really get it popping!
Popcorn is a native American plant classified (Zea mays var.everta). It is a healthy snack for
all seasons of the year:
+ cuddle up (with your sweetie) by a warm fireplace in winter with a big bowl of the
buttery stuff or
+ buy packages of traditional Cracker Jack in the spring at baseball games or
+ enjoy popping it over an outdoor campfire on warm summer evenings or
+ munch and crunch it at a local theater watching a movie in the fall (if you can afford
the price charged today).
Even my nutritionist allows a person three cups of unbuttered popcorn as a healthy
substitute for one slice of bread. It is just my luck that popcorn and I do not agree! It
contains protein, iron and calcium, plus lots of fiber.
Did you know that this food was served at the first Thanksgiving dinner when
Quandequina, the brother of Chief Massasoit, brought a deerskin sack filled with it to the
feast. It also helped feed the colonists during their first severe winter.

With spring training and the regular baseball season beginning in March and April,
popcorn plays an important role in this sport.
Are you a Cracker Jack fan?
This treat featuring popcorn is known for commonly being sold at baseball games across
the nation. Here is some interesting background about this product.
Frederick Rueckheim, a German immigrant in 1871 sold popcorn from his stand located
at 113 Fourth Avenue in Chicago, Illinois. By 1873 he brought his brother, Louis over
from Germany to help produce a sweet confection using a method to separate the kernels
of molasses coated popcorn. In 1896, the first lot of Cracker Jack was produced and the
name was registered.
When the song “Take Me Out To The Ball Game” was released in 1908 with the famous
line, “Buy Me Some Peanuts and Cracker Jack”, it gave this popcorn snack lots of free
publicity. In 2004 the New York Yankees baseball team replaced Cracker Jack with
another brand at home games. After a public outcry, the club immediately switched back to
Cracker Jack.
Is it sold at the Pittsburgh Pirate games?
Popcorn is a fun and tasty crop to grow in the garden. Some gardeners plant it among their
flowers and shrubs and not just in a vegetable patch. The corn plant that produces popcorn
is a cultivar such as ‘Japanese Hulles’. It features hulles (the hard outer skin) that are more
likely to shatter when the corn pops, leaving only tender kernels. Cultivars come in a range
of colors –off-white, light gold, deep gold, deep maroon and black. Even “calico” varieties
which have two or more colors on each ear are available. Each color has a different taste,
so experiment to find the type that suits you.
Have you tried growing popcorn before?
You can grow popcorn as you would sweet corn, but never plant it in the same garden area.
Cross pollination produces disappointing results. Popcorn matures 100 days or so after
planting. Each ear yields one serving of popcorn, and each plant produces one or two ears.
Popcorn needs full sun and rich, well-drained soil. Work a 2 to 4 inch layer of compost
into the soil before planting and spread 1 and 1/2 pounds of 16-16-8 fertilizer over the soil,
watering it thoroughly. Plant the seeds in groups to ensure good pollination and well-filled
ears. Most home gardeners grow popcorn in several short rows spaced 18 to 24 inches
apart. Plant when all danger of frost has passed and the soil is warm. Sow seeds 1 to 2
inches deep and spaced 8 to 10 inches apart.
Popcorn needs 1 and ½ to 2 inches of water per week from either rain or irrigation. It also
needs an abundance of nitrogen during the growing season. Cultivate the soil around the
plants regularly to eliminate weeds.
Don’t harvest the ears until after the first frost to allow the kernels to mature and harden.
Remove the husks and hang the ears in mesh bags in a well-ventilated area. After removing
the kernels when dry from the ears, store them in air-tight glass containers at room
temperature.
Where can you find popcorn plants?

Popcorn doesn’t transplant well, so it is mostly grown from seeds planted directly in the
garden. Most gardeners don’t recommend trying to start to grow plants ahead! Some
garden centers carry seed varieties, so check them out now. Contact your local extension
office for advice on which seeds perform well in your specific area. If local suppliers are
not providing seeds, utilize companies such as listed below.
The Gurney’s Seed & Nursery Co. sells Mauveless Hybrid Popcorn for $6.99 for 150
seeds. Their contact information is:
Gurney’s Seed & Nursery Co.
P.O. Box 4178
Greendale, IN 47025
The Burgess Seed & Plant Co. sells Snow Puff Popcorn packages for $1.89 or Strawberry
Popcorn for $1.69. Their contact information is”
Burgess Seed & Plant Co.
1804 E. Hamilton Road
Bloomington, IL 61704
With spring (hopefully) just around the corner, don’t just get hoppin’, get your garden
poppin’!
Submitted by
Judy Schaffer
Pucketos Garden Club

Would you believe January was not always the first month of the
year? The ancient Romans used a different calendar system, and their year
began in March and ended in February! Even though our modern system may
be quite different from the ancient Romans’, they gave us something very
important - the months’ names.

APRIL
Three theories exist regarding the origin of April’s name. Some say April got its name
from the Latin word meaning “second” since April was the second month on the ancient
calendar. Others claim it comes from “aperire,” a Latin word meaning “to open,”
because it represents the opening of buds and flowers in spring. You might consider
April to be the opening of the growing season, or an open door to a new growing period.
Still others think April was named after the goddess Aphrodite; the god of love. April is
the time when spring is bursting forth in full bloom across much of the world.

MAY
May was named after Maia, a Roman goddess of honor and growth, the mother of
Mercury and the daughter of the god, Atlas. She was in charge of the newly growing
plants that appeared each year in the springtime.

JUNE
June is from Juno, the wife of Jupiter because she liked to lay out by the pool and sip fruity
drinks during the first month of summer. Some people may not realize that Juno was

especially important because she was married to the most important Roman god, Jupiter.
The month of June is a time when many celebrations take place, and this was even true in
ancient times as well.

